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Hernando sheriff says Internet cafes reopening are still illegal
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BROOFESYILLE — The Hermasdo County Sheriff s Office is cracking down omn 2 mew breed of Iobernet
sweepstakes cafe that has sprouted up in the coumty after the statz pasced a Llaw banning the gambling
establishmamts this spring.

In the past weeks, the Sheriff's Office reported Thorsday, authorities have conducted investigatons that
have resulted in the closure of three businesses, including the Locky Dheck and Treasure Cove
Sweepstakes, both on Commerdal Way in Spring Hill. Win City, at 5130 Commercial Way, bas closed
twice

N arrests bave been made. Each time, owmners decided to close voluntarily after speaking with detectives.

Each of the thres businesses ware in operation before the sate

RELATED HEWSIARCHIVE lawr was passed.

Cafs ewmecr acoumcd of running

Aarthprities found that several vendars have developed different

=ity beoms

T Wiomite fga variations aof scftware. Using differsnt schemes to mask the
software as legitimate forms of gaming, the vendors are

Hermando AVA gaatiing parior, =ncouraging businesses 1o regpen, acoording to the Sheriff 5

raided in afther counbios, dlome Offica.
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The issoe: The mackines are clearly still gambling devices and
illzgal, authosrties say.

The Sheriff's Office says any cwaer that opans a business with
these devicss takes full responsibility for doing so and that thay,
a5 well as their emyplovess, could be armested. Their patrons are
alza viplatimg thae Law.

"Fecemt changes to the law make it clear that the Flomida stahe
Lagislatare views thass operations as unaccapiablz in the state
af Flarida,” Sheriff Al Mignhuis said in & statement. T canneot, in
good conscignce, knowingly allow a bosiness to clearly violate a
law, espedally when I bave the support of the state aticoney in
the prosa-ution of these violations.”

He acdded that businesses operating autsids the law and without
reEulation invite cormapticm.

Contarct Damngy Valendtine o duelentimeEéempabey. com or
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